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WYOMING
PuBLIC RECORDS

16-4-201. Definitions.

(a) As used in this act:

(i) “Custodian™ means the official custodian or any autho-
rized person having personal cusfody and contro! of the public
records in quesfion;

(iiy “Official custodian” means any officer or employee of
{he state or any agency, instituticn or pofitical subdivision thereaf,
who is responsible for the maintznance, care and keeping of
public records, regardless of whether the records are in his actual
personal custody and control;

(i1} "Person in interest” means the parson who is ihe sub-
ject of a record or any representative designated by the persen,
except if the subject of the record is under legal disability or is the
dependent high schoot student of his parents, “person in interest”
means the parent or duly appointed legal representative;

{iv) “Political subdivision® means every county, city and
county, ¢ity, incorporated and unincorporated town, schoo! district
and speciat disirict within the state;

{v) "Public records” when not othenwise specified includes
any infarmation in a physical form created, accepfed, or obtained
by the state or any agency, insfitution or political subdivision of
the state in furiherance of ils official function and fransaction of
public business which is not privileged or confidential by |z
Without limiting the foregoing, the term “public records” includas
any written communication or other information, whather in paper,
electronic, or cther physical form, received by the state or any
agency, insiitulion or political subdivision of the state in further-
ance of the transaction of public business of the state or agency,
institution or political subdivision of the state, whether at a meeting
or outside a meeting. Electronic communications sclely between
students attending a school in Wyoming and electronic commu-
nications sole’y beiween studenis attending a school in Wyoming
and a sender or recipient using a nonschool user address are not
a public record of that schoo!. As used in this paragraph, a “school
in Wyoming™ means the University of Wyoming, any community i
cotlege and any publfic school within a schoal district in the state;

{vi) Public records shal be classified as follows:

(A) "Official pulatic records” includes all original vouch-
ers, receipls and other documents necessary to isolate and
prove the validity of evary transaction relating to the receipt, use
and disposition of all public proparty and public income from all
sources whatsoever; all agreements and contracts to which the
state or any agency or subdivision Thereof is a party; ali fidelity,
surely and performance bonds; ali claims fled against the staie
or any agency oF subdivision thereof; all records or documents
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required by law to be filed with or kept by any agency or the state
of Wyoming; and all other documents or records determined by
the records commities fo be official puilic records;

(B) "Office files and memoranda’ includes all records,
correspondence, exhibits, books, bookleis, drawings, maps, blank
forms, or decuments not defined and classified in subparagraph
(A) of this subsection as official public records; alf duplicate copiss
of official public records filed with any agency of the state or sub-
division thereaf; all documents and reports made for the internal
administration of the office to which they pertain but not required
by law to bz filed or kept with the office; and al! other decuments
or records, defermined by the records committee to be office files
and memoranda.

(vii) Repealed by Laws 2012, ch. 74, § 2.

(viii) “This act’ means W.S. 164-201 through 16-4-205;

(ix) “Application’ means a written request for a public
record. However, a custodian may in his discretion deem a verhal
request io be an application;

(x) “information” means opinions, facts, or data of any
kind and in whataver physical form kept or mainiained, including,
but not limited fo, wrilten, aural, visual, electronic or other physical
form;

(xi) “Peace officer recording” means any audio or video
data recorded by a peace officer, as defined in W.S. 6-1-104{a)

(vi), on a camera or other device which is:

(A} Provided to or used by the paace officer in the
course of the officer parforming official business; and

{B) Designed to be wom on the peace officer’s body
or attached {o a vehicle, as defined in W.S. 6-1-104(3)(xi), used
by the officer.

16-4-202. Right of inspection; rules and regula-
tions; unavailability.

(a} Al public records shall be open for inspection by any
person at reasonable fimes, during business hours of the state
entity or poifical subdivision, except as provided in this act or
as otherwise provided by law, but the official custodian of any
public records may make rules and regulations with reference to
the inspection of the records as is reasonably necessary for the
protection of the records and the prevention of unnecessary inter-
ference with the regular discharge of the duties of the custodian
or his aoffice. b

(b) i the public records requested are not in the custody or
control of the person to whom application is made, the cusfodian
ar authorized person having personal custody and control of the
public records shall notify the applicant within seven (7} business
days from the date of acknowledged receip? of the request of the
unavailability of the records sought, unless goed cause exisfs
preventing a response within such fime period. In the event the
applicant is not satisfied that good cause exists, the applicant
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may petition the district court for a detarmination as to whether
the custodian has demonsirated good cause existed.

{c) If the public records requested are in the custody and
control of the person to whom application is made but are in active
use or in storage, and therefore not available at the time an appli-
cant asks to examine them, the cusiodian or authorized person
having personal custody and control of the public records shal
nolify the applicant of this situafion within seven (7) business days
fram the data of acknowledged receipt of the request, unless good
cause exists preventing a response within such iime period. In
the eveni the applicant is not safisfied that good cause exists, the
applicant may pafition the district court for a determination as fo
whether the custodian has demonstrated good cause existed. Ifa
public record is readily available, it shafl be released immediately
1o the applicant so long as the release does not impar or impede
the agency's ability to discharge ifs other duties.

{d) I a public record exists primarily or solely in an electronic
format, the custodian of the record shalt so inform the requester.
Electronic record inspection and copying shall be subject o the
following:

(i) The reasonable costs of producing a copy of the public
record shail be bome by the party making the request. The costs
may include the cost of preducing a copy of the public record and
the cost of construciing the record, inchuding the cost of program-
ming and compaitsr services;

{ii) An agency shall provide an electronic record in after-
native formats uniass doing so is impractical or impossibie;

(iii) An agency shall not be required to compile data,
extract data or creale a new document to comply with an elec-
tronic record request if doing so would impair the agency's abiiity
to discharge its duties;

(iv) An agency shall not be required to allow inspection
or copying of a record in ifs efectronic format i doing so would
jeopardize or compromise the security or infegrity of the original
record or of any proprietary software in which it is maintained;

{v) Nothing in this section shall prohibit the director of the
office of homefand security from enacting any rules pursuant to his
autharity under W.S. 19-13-104(d)(v).

16-4-203. Right of inspection; grounds for deni-
al; access of news media; order permitting or
restricting disclosure; exceptions.

(a) The custodian of any public records shall aflow any
person the right of inspeciion of the records or any portion thereof
except on one (1) or more of the following grounds or as provided
in subsection (b} or (d) of this sectior:

{i) The inspection would be contrary to any state stalute;

(i} The inspectiocn would be contrary o any federal stat-
ute or regulation issued thereunder having the force and effect of
law; or
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(i) The inspection is prohibited by rules promulgaied by
the supreme court or by the order of any couit of record.

{b) The custodian may deny the right of inspection of the fol-
fowing records, unless otherwise provided by law, on the ground
that disclosure io the applicant would be contrary to the public
interest:

{i) Records of investigations conducted by, or of intel-
ligence information or security procedures of, any sheriff, county
altomey, city attomey, the attomey general, the state auditor,
potice department or any investigatory files compiled for any other
law enforcement or prosecution purposes;

(if) Test quesiions, scoring keys and other examination
data pertaining fo administration of a licensing examinafion and
examination for employment or academic examination. Written
prometional examinations and the scores or results thereof shall
be available for inspection, but nat copying or reproduction, by the
person in interest after Ihe examination has been conducted and
graded,

{if) The specific details of bona fide research projects
being conducted by a state institution;

{iv) Excepi as ofherwise provided by Wyoming statufes or
for the owner of the property, the contents of real estate apprais-
ais made for the state or a political subdivision therecf, relative
fo the acquisition of property or any interest in property for public
use, until such ime as fitie of the property or property interest
has passed 1o the state or poiitical subdivision. The contents of
the appraisal shall be available to the cwner of the property or
property inferest at any time;

{v) Intcragency or intraagency memcranda or ‘gtters
which would not be available by law to a private party in litigation
with the agency;

(vi) To the extent that the inspection would jecpardize the
securify of any stricture cwned, leased or operated by the state
or any of its political subdivisions, facilitate the planning of a ter-
rorist attack or endanger the life or physical safety of an individual,
including:

(A} Vulnerability assessments, specific tactics, emer-
gency procedures or security procedures contained in plans or
procedures designed to prevent of respond to terorist attacks or
other security threats;

(B) Building plans, blueprints, schematic drawings,
diagrams, operational manuals or other records that reveal the
building's or structure’s internal layout, specific location, life and
safety and support systems, struciural elements, surveilance
fechniques, alarms, security systems or iechnologies, operationat
and transportation plans or protocols, personnel deployments for
airports and other mass transit facilities, bridges, funnels, emer-
gency response faciliies or stnuctures, buildings where hazard-
ous maierials are stored, arenas, stadiums and wasts and waler
systems;

{C) Records of any other buikding or struciure cwned,
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leased of operated by the state or any of iis pofitical subdivisions
ihat reveal the building's or struclures lif2 and safety systems,
surveillance techniques, alam or sscurity systems or technolo-
gies, operational and evacuation plans or protocols or parsannel
deployments; and

{D) Records prepared o prevent or respond to ter-
rorist atiacks or other security threats identifying or describing
the name, location, pharmaceutical cache, contents, capacily,
equipment, physical features, or capabilities of individual medical
facilities, storage facifities or laboralories established, mainfained,
or regulated by the state ar any of its pofitical subdfvisions.

(vii) An application for the position of president of an
institution of higher education, fetters of recommendation or refer-
ences concerning the applicant and recosds or information relating
to the process of searching for and selecting the president of an
insfitution of higher education, if the records or information could
be used to identify a candicate for the position. As used in this
paragraph "insfitution of higher educaiion® means the University
of Wyoming and any community coilege in this state

{c) If the right of inspection of any record falling within any
of the classifications listed in this section is allowed to any officer
or employee of any newspaper, radio stafion, (elevision station or
other parson or agency in the business of public dissemination of
news or current events, it may be allowed to all news media.

{d) The custodian shall deny the right of inspection of the
foliowing reconds, unless otherwise provided by law:

(i} Medical, psychological and sociclogical data on indi-
vidual persons, exclusive of coroners' verdicts and written docketfs
as provided in W.5. 7 4 105(a),

(i} Adoption records or welfare records on individual
persons,

(iif) Personne! files except those files shall be available to
the duly elected and appoinied officials who supervise the work
of the person in interest. Applications, performance rafings and
scholastic achievement data shall be available only to the person
in interest and to the duly elected and appointad officials who
supervise his work. Employment coniracts, working agreements
or ather documents seffing forth the ferms and condilions of
employmest of public officials and employess are not considered
part of a personnet file and shall be avaitable for public inspection;

(iv) Letters of reference;

(v} Trade secrets, privileged information and confidential
commereial, financial, geological or geophysical data fumished by
or obtainad from any persen;

(vi) Library, archives and museum maiefial contributed by
privaie persons, 1o the extent of any limitations placed thereon as
conditions of ihe contributions;

{vii) Hospital records refating to medical administration,
medical staff, personne!, medical care and ather medical informa-
tion, whether on individual persons or groups, or whether of a
general or specific classification;
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(viii} School disfrict recards containing information relat-
ing to the biography, famiy, physiology, refigion, academic
achievement and physical or menfal ability of any student except
io the person in interest or o the officials duly elecled and
appointed to supervise him;

(ix} Library patron transaction and registration records
except as required for administration of the fibrary or except as
requested by a custedial parent or guardian to inspect the records
of his minor child;

(%) Information obtained through a 911 emergency tele-
phane system or through a verification system for motor vehicle
insurance or bond as provided under W.S. 31 4 103(e) except to
law enforcement personnel or public agencies for the purpose of
conducting official business, to the person in interest, or pursuant
fo a court order;

{xi} Records or informalion compiled solely for pur-
poses of investigaling violations of, and enforcing, intamal
personnel rules or personnel policies the disclosure of which
would consfitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal
privacy;

(xii) Information regarding the dasign, elements and
components, and iocation of staie information technology security
systams and physical security systams,

{xiii} Records or information relating to individual diag-
noses of confagious, infectious, communicable, toxic and genetic
diseases maintained or collected by the Wyoming siate velerinary
laboratory as provided in W.S. 21 17 308(e);

{xiv) Information conceming an agricultural operation,
farming or consarvation practice, or the land itself, if ihe infor-
mation was provided by an agricultural producer or owner of
agricuitural land in order to participate in a program of the state
or any agency, institufion or political subdivision of the state. The
custodian shall also deny the right of inspeciion to geospatial
information maintained about the agricultural land or operations.
Provided, however, that if otherwise permitied by law, the inspec-
fion of the information described in this paragraph shall be aliowed
in accordance with the following:

{A) The cusfodian may allow the right of inspection
when responding to a disease or pest threat to agricultural
operations, if the custodian defermines that a threat to agricuttural
operations exists and the disclosure of information is necessary
fo assist in responding fo the disease or pest threat as authorized
by law;

(B) The custodian shall aliow the right of inspection
of payment information under a program of ihe state or of any
agency, institulion or political subdivision of the stafe, including
the names and addresses of recipients of payments;

(C) The custodian shall allow the right of inspection if
the information has been transformed into a stafistical or aggre-
gate form without naming:

{1) Any individual owner, operator or producer; or
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(1) A specific data gathering site.

(D) The custodian shall al'ow the right of inspaction
if the disclosure of information is pursuant fo the consent of the
agricufural producer or owner of the agricultural land;

{E) As used in this paragraph:

(1} "Agricultural operation® means the preduction and
markeling of agricuttural oroducts or livestock;

(I "Agricultural producer” means any producer of
liveslock, crops or dairy products from an agricultural operaiion.

{xv) Within any record held by an agency, any income tax
return or any individual information derived by the agency from an
income tax return, howevar informafion derived from these docu-
ments may be released i sufficiently aggregated or redacted so
that the persons or entities involved cannot be identified individu-
ally;

{(xvi) Except as required in a contested case hearing,
any individual records involved in any workers’ compensation
ctaim, however information derived from these documents may be
released if sufficienily aggregated or redacted so that the persons
or enfities involved cannat be identified individually.

{xvify Any records of the consensus revenue estimating
group as defined in W.5. 9-2-1002, that discloses information con-
sidered by, or deliberations or tentative decisions of, the group

{xviii) Information obtained through a peace ofiicer recording
provided that:

(A) The custodian shall allow the right of inspection to
law enforcement personne! or public agencies for the purpose of
conducting official business or pursuant to a court order;

{B) The custodian may allow the right of inspection:

(I} To the person in inferest;

() If the information involves an incident of deadly
force or serious bodily injury as defined in W.S. 6-1-104(a)(x);

(11 In response to a complaint against a law enforce-
ment personne! and the custodian of the information determines
inspaction is not contrary to the public interest;

{IV} Inthe interest of public safety.

(xix) Any records of the investment funds commit-
tee, created by W.S. 8-4-720, ihat disclose information considered
by the commitiee, committee deliberations or tentative decisions of
the committes.

(e) If the custodian denies access to any public record,
the applicant may request a written staternent of the grounds for
the denial. The siatement shall cite the law or reguiation under
which access is denied and shall be fumished 1o the applicant.

{f) Any person denied the right to inspect any record
covered by this act may apply to the district court of the district
wherein the record is found for any order directing the custodian of
the record to show cause why he should not pesmit the inspeclion
of the record.

{g) If, in the opinion of the official cusfodian of any
public record, disclosure of the confents of the record would do
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substantial injury io the public interest, notwithstanding the fact
that the record might otherwise be available to public inspection,
he may apply fo the district court of the district in which the record
is located for an order permiting him to restrict disclosure. After
hearing, ihe court may issue an order upon a finding that dis-
closure would cause substantial mjury io the public interest. The
person seeking permission fo examine the record shail have notice
of the hearing served upon him in the manner provided for service
of process by the Wyoming Rules of Civil Procedure and has he
right to appear and be heard.

(h} Notwithstanding any other provision of this section,
the following applies to the Wyoming natural diversity database
located at the University of Wyoming and any report prepared by
the custodian from ihat database:

{i) The custodian may charge a reasonable fee for
searching the dafabase and preparing a report from that database
information. The interpretation of the database in a report shall not
contain recommendations for restrictions on any public or private
land use;

(i) The custodian shall allow the inspeciion of all
records in the database at a level of spatial precision equal to the
towmship, but at no more precise level;

(iii} Research reports prepared by the custodian funded
complately from nonstate sources are subject {o paragraph (b){iii)
of this section,;

{iv) Any record contained in the database pertaining to
private land shal: not be released by the University of Wyoming
without the prior writien consent of the landovmer. Nothing in this
paragraph prohibits the release of any information which would
othenwise be available from any ofher information source available
1o the public if the original source is cited.

16-4-204. Right of inspection; copies, printouts or
photographs; fees.

(a) In ali casas in which a person has the right fo inspact and
copy any public records he may request that he ba furnished cop-
ies, printouts or photographs for a reasonable fee to be set by the
official custodian. Where foes for certified copies or other copies,
prinfouts or photographs of the record are specifically prescribed
by law, the specific fees shall apply. Nothing in this section shall
be construed as authorizing a fae to be charged as a condition of
making a public record avaitable for inspection.

{b) If the cusfodian does not have the faciliies for making
copies, printouts or photographs of records which the applicant
has the right fo inspect, then the applicant shall be granied access
to the records for the purpose of making coples, printouts or photo-
graphs. The copies, printouts or photographs shall be made while
the records are in the possession, cusfody and contro! of the cus-
todian thereof and are subject fo the supervision of the custodian.
When practical the copy work shall be made in the place where
the records are kept, but if it is impractical to do so, the custodian
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may allow arangemenis to be made for this purpose. If other
facilities are necessary fhe cost of providing them shall be paid by
the person desiring a copy. printout or pholograph of the records.
The official custodian may establish a reasorable schedule of
time for making copies, printouls or photographs and may charge
a reasonable fee for the senvices rendered by him or his deputy in
supervising the copying, printing out or pholographing as he may
charge for furnishing copies under this section.

(c) Ater July 1, 2003, any fees or charges assessed by
a custodian of a public record shalt first be authorized by duly
enacied or adopted siafute, rule, resolution, ordinance, executive
order or other ke authority.

{d) Al staie agencies may adopt rules and regulations pur-
suant to the Wyoming Administrative Procedure Act establishing
reasonable fees and charges that may be assessed for e cosis
and services set forth in this secfion.

{e) The depariment of administration and information shall
adapt uniform niles for the use of state agencies establishing
procedures, fees, costs and charges for inspaction, copies and
production of public records under W.S. 16-4-202(d)(i}, 16-4-
203(h)(i) and 16-4-204.

16 4 205. Civil Penalty.

Any person who knowingly or intentionally violates the prow-
sions of this act is liable for a penaliy not to exceed seven hundred
fifty dollars {$750.00). The penally may be recovered in a civi
action and damages shall be assessed by the court. Any action
pursuant fo fhis section shall be inifiated by the aftomey general
or the appropfiate county atiomey.
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MEETINGS OF
(GOVERNMENTAL
AGENCIES

16-4-401. Statement of purpose.

The agencies of Wyoming exist 1o conduct public business.
Certain deliberations and actions shalf be taken openly as pro-
vided in this act

16-4-402. Definitions.

(a) As used in this act:

(i) "Action” means the transaction of official business of
an agency including a collective decision, a collactive commitment
or promise o make a positive or negative decision, or an actual
vote upan a motion, proposal, resolution, regufation, e, order or
ordinance at a meefing;

(i) “Agency’ means any authority, bureau, board, com-
missian, commities, or subagency of the stas, a county, a munici-
pality or other poliical sulbdivision which is created by or pursuant
{0 the Wyoming constitution, statute or ordinance, other than the
siate legislature, the judiciary, the consensus revenue estimating
group as defined in W.S. 9 2 1002 and the investment funds com-
mittae created by W.S. 9 4 720,

(iil) "Meeting” means an assembly of at least a quorum of
the goveming body of an agency which has been called by proper
authority of the agency for the expressed purpose of discussion,
delibaration, presentation of information or taking action regarding
pubic business;

(w) "Assembly” means communicating in person, by
means of falephone or electronic communication, or in any other
manner such that all parficipating members are able io communi-
calz with each other contemporaneously;

{v) “This act” means W.S. 16-4-401 through 16-4-403.

16-4-403. Meetings to be open; participation by
public; minutes.

(a) All meetings of the goveming body of an agency are
public meefings, open o the pubfic at all times, excepi as other-
wise provided. No action of a govermning body of an agency shall
be taken except duting a public meefing following nofice of the
meeting in accordance with this act. Action taken at a meeting not
in conformity with this act is null and void and not merely voidable.

(b) A member of the public is not required as a condifion of
attendance at any meeting to register his name, to supply infor-
mafien, fo complefe a questionnaire, or fulfill any other cond'tion
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precadant fo his atfendance. A parsen seeking recognition af the
mesting may be required to give his name and affilialion.

{c) Winutes of a meeting:

(i) Are required to ba recorded but not published from
mestings when no action is taken by the governing body;

(ii) Are not required to be recorded or pubfished for day to
day administrative activities of an agency o its officers of employ-
868,

{d} No meeting shall be conducted by electronic means or
any other form of communication that does not permit the pubfic
to hear, read or otherwise discem mesting discussion contem-
poranecusly. Commanications oulside a meefing, including, but
not Emited to, sequential communications among members of an
agency, shall not be used to circumvent the purpose of this act.

16-4-404. Types of meetings; notice; recess.

(a) In the sbsence of a stafutory requirement, ihe governing
body of an agency shall provide by ordinance, resolufion, bylaws
or rule for holding reguiar meetings unless the agency's normal
business does not require regular meelings in which case the
agency shall provide nofice of its next meeting to any person
who requests nofice. A request for nofice may be made for all
future meetings of an agency. The request shall be in wiiting and
renewed annually to the agency.

(b) Special meelings may be called by the presiding officer
of a goveming body by giving verbal, electronic or written notice
of the mesting to each member of the governing body and to
each newspaper of genaral circulation, radio or television stafion
requesting the notice. The notice shall specify the time and place
of the specia! meefing and the business to be transacted and shall
bassued at least eight (8) hours prior to the commencement of the
meeting. No other business shall be considered at a special meet-
ing. Proof of delivery of verbal notice to the newspaper of general
circulation, radio or {elevision staiion may be made by affidavit of
the clek or other employee or officer of the agency charged or
responsible for distribetion of the notice of the meeting.

(c) The goveming body of an agency may recass any regular,
special, or recessed regular or special meeting to a place and at a
iime specified in an order of recess. A copy of the order of recess
shall be conspicucusly posted on or near the door of the place
where he meeting or recessed meafing was held.

{d) The goveming body of an agency may hold an emer-
gency meeting on maftiars of serious immediate concern fo take
temporary action without notice. Reasonable effort shall be made
io offer public notice. Al acfion taken at an emergency meeling
is of a temporary nature and in order to become permanent shal!
be reconsidered and act=d upon at an open public mesting within
forly eight (48) hours exciuding weskends and hofidays, unless
{he event conslituting the emergency continues to exist after forty-
eight {48) howrs. In such case the governing body may reconsidar
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and act upon the temporary action at the next regularly scheduled
meeting of the agency, but in no event latar than thirty (30) days
from the date of the emergency action.

(e) Day to day administrafive activilies of an agency, its offi-
cers and its employees shall not be subjact to the notice require-
menis of this section.

16-4-405. Executive sessions.

() A governing body of an agency may hold executive ses-
sions not open to the public;

(i} With the attorney general, county attorney, district
atiorney, city attomey, sheriff, chief of pelice or thair respective
deputies, or ather officers of the faw, on matiers posing a threat to
the security of public or private property, or a threat to the public’s
right of access;

(i) To consider the appointment, employment, right to
practice or dismissal of a public officer, professional person or
employas, or to hear complainis or charges brought against an
empioyee, professional person or officer, unless the employee,
professional person or officer requests a public hearing. The
goveming body may exclude from any public or private hearing
during the examination of a wilness, any or all other witnesses in
the matier being invesfigatzd. Foliowing the hearing or executive
session, the goveming body may deliberaie on s decision in
executive 5655:0nS;

(i) On matters concerning litigation to which the govem-
ing body is a party or proposed fitigation to which the goveming
hody may be a party;

(iv) On matters of nationai security;

(v} When the agency is a licensing agency while prepar-
ing, administering or grading examinations;

{vi) When considering and acfing upon the defermination
of the tarm, parole or release of an individual from a correctional
or penal institution;

(vii} To consider the selection of a site or the purchase of
real estata when the publicity regarding the consideration would
cause a likelihoed of an increase in price;

(viil) To consider acceptance of gifis, donations and
baquests which the donor has requested in writing be kept confi-
dential;

{ix) To consider or receive any information classified as
canfidential by law;

{x) To consider accepting or tendering offers conceming
wages, salaries, benefits and ferms of employment during all
negofiations;

(i) To consider suspensions, expulsions or other disci-
piinary action: in connection with any student as provided by law.

(b} Minutss shall be maintained of any execufive session.
Except for those paris of minuies of an executive session reflecting
amembers' objection fo the executive session as being in violation
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of this act, minutes and proceedings of executive sessions shall be
confidential and produced only in response to a valid court order.

{c) Unless a different procedure or vofe is otherwise speci-
fied by law, an execufive session may be held only pursuant bo a
motion that is duly seconded and caried by majority vofe of the
members of the governing body in attendance when the motion is
made. A motien to hold an execuiive session which specifies any
of the reasons set forth in paragraphs (a)(i) through (xi) of this
section shall be sufficient notice of the issue fo be considered in
an execufive session.

16-4-406. Disruption of public meetings.

If any public meeting is willfully disrupted by a person or
group of persons 50 as (o render the orderly conduct of the meet-
ing unfeasible, and order cannot be restored by the removal of
the person or persons who are wiklully interrupting the meeting,
the governing body of an agency may order the removat cf the
person of group from the meeting room and continue in session,
or may recess the meeling and reconvens at another location.
Only malters appearing on the agenda may be acted upon in a
meeting recessed to another location. A governing body of an
agency shall establish procedures for readmitting an individual or
individuals not responsible for disturbing the conduct of a meeting.
Duly accredited members of the press or olher news media except
those who participated in a disturbance shall be aliowed to attend
any meefing permitted by this section.

16-4-407. Conflict of law.

If the provisions of this act conflict with any oiher statute, the
provisions of this act shall conirol.

16-4-408. Penalty.

(a) Any member or members of an agency who knowing'y
or intentionally viclate the provisions of this act shall be liable for
a civil penalty not to exceed seven hundred fifty dollars ($750.00)
except as provided in this subsection. Any member of the govern-
ing body of an agency who attends or remains at a meeting know-
ing the meeting is in viclation of this act shali be liable under this
subsection uness minutes were taken during the meeting and the
parts therecf recording the member's objections are made public
or at the next regular public mesting the member objects to the
meefing where the violation occurred and asks that the objection
be recorded in the minutes.

(b) If any action is prohibited both by this act and any provi-
sion of fille 6, the provisions of this act shail not apply and the
provisions of fitle 6 shall apply.

15




Sample Reporter’s Protest

Your Honor, | am

a reporter for
and | would like fo object on behalf of my
employer and the public fo this proposed
closing. Our attorney is prepared to make a
number of arguments against closings such
as this one, and we respectfully ask the Court
for a hearing on those issues. | believe our
atiorney can be here relatively quickly for the
Court's convenience and he will be able o
demonstrate that closure in this case will vio-
late the First Amendment, and possibly state
stafufory provisions as well. | cannot make the
arguments myself, but our attorney can point
out several issues for your consideration. If it
pleases the court, we request the opportunity
{o be heard through counsel.

This brochure contains Wyoming Statutes,
Sections 16-4-201 to 16-4-205 (Wyoming
Public Records) and Sections 16-4-401 to 16-4-
408 (Meetings of Governmental Agencies)
- both valid and in force as of July 1, 2018.
Your copy is provided by the Wyoming Press
Association.
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dedicated to fostering high ethical standards
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newspapers and to fostering and advancing the
freedom of the press and freedom of speech in
the state of Wyoming.
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